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SSA Announces 2010 

Student and Administrator Scholarship Recipients 

Montgomery, AL., April 28, 2010 –The School Superintendents of Alabama (SSA) is proud 
 to announce the high school graduating seniors who are recipients of $8,000 in SSA student scholarships and the teachers who are recipients of $4,000 in SSA administrator scholarships for 2010.
The recipients of SSA’s student scholarships all intend to pursue a bachelor’s degree in education.  The student scholarship winners include SSA’s District one recipient: Nicholas English from J. F. Shields High School, Monroe County School System, who plans to attend Auburn University at Montgomery; SSA’s District two recipient: Delmartre’ Bethel from Central High School, Lowndes County School System, who plans to attend Alabama A & M University; SSA’s District three recipient:  Skylar Kerns from Abbeville High School, Henry County School System, who plans to attend Wallace College;  SSA’s District four recipient: April Barber from Handley High School, Roanoke City School System, who plans to attend Auburn University; SSA’s District five recipient: Matthew Dodson from Spain Park High School, Hoover City Schools, who plans to attend the University of Alabama; SSA’s District six recipients will receive $500 each:  Tiffany Gorham and Jessica Dingler from Fort Payne High School, Fort Payne City Schools, who plan to attend Jacksonville State University and Athens State University, respectively; SSA’s District seven recipient:  Rebecca Sullivan from Northridge High School, Tuscaloosa City Schools, who plans to attend the University of Alabama; and SSA’s District eight recipient:  Ross Hampton from Cullman High School, Cullman City Schools, who plans to attend the University of North Alabama.

SSA’s four administrator scholarship recipients are all pursuing higher degrees in school administration.  These practicing administrators will be seeking their higher degrees at the M.S./M.A., AA/Ed.S., or Ed.D/Ph.D. levels.  The four administrators selected to receive scholarships include Kristy Hatch, a Science teacher at Brewbaker Technology Magnet High School in the Montgomery County School System who plans to further her career in education by pursing a degree in Educational Administration; Melissa Haughery, an English and Creative Writing teacher at Hoover High School in the Hoover City School System plans to pursue an Educational Leadership degree; Lauria Merritt, a principal at Paint Rock Valley High School in the Jackson County School System who plans to participate in a doctoral program in Educational Administration/Instructional Leadership; and Kelli Tucker, a School Improvement Specialist in the Chambers County School System who plans to participate in a doctoral program in Education. These Administrative Scholarship recipients will be formally presented with their scholarship checks by SSA’s Executive Director Dr. Susan Lockwood during the Council for Leaders in Alabama Schools (CLAS) Awards Luncheon in June at the Riverview Plaza Hotel in Mobile.      

          “SSA is providing $12,000 this year in scholarships to students and administrators in Alabama.  Leadership is essential to providing an effective education for the success of Alabama’s children…effective leadership is what SSA is all about,” stated Dr. Susan Lockwood, SSA Executive Director.  
 SSA’s Administrator Scholarship applications were scored by SSA’s Awards and Scholarships Committee which is chaired by Dr. Jeff Langham, Elmore County’s School Superintendent.  Beginning last year, SSA’s Student Scholarship recipients are named by the Superintendents who are district finalists of the SSA/Classworks Superintendent of the Year Award.  Those Superintendents for 2010 included Mrs. Melanie Ryals, Monroe County School Superintendent; Dr. Daniel Boyd, Lowndes County School Superintendent; Mr. Dennis Coe, Henry County School Superintendent; Mr. Chuck Marcum, Roanoke City School Superintendent; Mr. Andy Craig, Hoover City School Superintendent; Mr. Jim Cunningham, Ft. Payne City School Superintendent; Dr. Joyce Levey, Tuscaloosa City School Superintendent; and Dr. Jan Harris, Cullman City School Superintendent. These superintendents also had the honor of presenting the scholarship check to the recipient in his or her school system. 
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