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Nine Alabama High School Seniors and Four Educators 

to Receive $13,000 in Scholarships
Montgomery, AL., May 9, 2007 – The School Superintendents of Alabama (SSA) and Benchmark Advisors are excited to announce the selection of nine high school graduating seniors intending to pursue a bachelor’s degree in education who will receive $9,000 in scholarships for 2007.  SSA is also proud to announce the selection of four future school administrators to receive $4,000 in scholarships for 2007.

The nine high school seniors selected to receive $1,000 scholarships include Arthur Bosarge from Fairhope High School, Baldwin County School System; Keon Maiden from Amelia Love Johnson High School, Marengo County School System; Samantha Dansby from Abbeville High School, Henry County School System; Valerie Henry from Auburn High School, Auburn City School System; Sedrick Smith II from Jess Lanier High School, Bessemer City School System; Alisha Weathers from Sylacauga High School, Sylacauga City School System; Abby Smith from Hillcrest High School, Tuscaloosa County School System; Steven Carroll from West Point High School, Cullman County School System; and Allison Hill from Grissom High School, Huntsville City School System.

The four administrators selected to receive $1,000 scholarships include Ms. Bonnie L. Short, a teacher at Yarbrough Elementary School in the Auburn City School System; Ms. Vicky L. Ozment, the principal at Winterboro School in the Talladega County School System; Ms. Sarah Margaret Kneisley, the assistant principal at Berry Middle School in the Hoover City School System; and Ms. Debra Carroll, the principal of Odenville Middle School in the St. Clair County School System. 

  A little about SSA’s nine student scholarship recipients:  Arthur Bosarge holds a 3.9 grade point average and plans to attend the University of Alabama to major in Music Education; 
Page 2

Keon Maiden holds a 3.7 grade point average and plans to attend the University of Alabama to 
major in Secondary Education; Samantha Dansby holds a 4.0 grade point average and plans to attend Troy University in Dothan to major in Secondary Education and English;  Valerie Henry holds a 4.2 grade point average and plans to attend the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to major in English;  Sedrick Smith II holds a 4.22 grade point average and plans to attend the University of Montevallo to major in Math and Secondary Education; Alisha Weathers holds a 3.8 grade point average and plans to attend the University of Alabama to major in Secondary Education; Abby Smith holds a 4.03 grade point average and plans to attend the University of Alabama to major in Elementary Education; Steven Carroll holds a 3.72 grade point average and plans to attend Troy University to major in Music Education; and Allison Hill holds a 4.0 grade point average and plans to attend Carson-Newman College to major in Music Education.
A little about SSA’s four administrator scholarship recipients: 
 Ms. Short plans to further her career in education by pursing an Administrative Specialist degree from Auburn University.  She earned a Master of Education degree with a major in Early Childhood Education from the University of Alabama in Birmingham in 1999 and a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Early Childhood Education from Auburn University in 1997.   
Ms. Ozment is currently enrolled at the University of Montevallo pursing an Educational Specialist degree.  She earned an administrative certification and a Master of Education degree from the University of Montevallo.  She earned a Master of Arts and Bachelor of Arts degree from Auburn University.  

Ms. Kneisley plans to enroll at Samford University to pursue a Doctor in Education degree.  She earned an Administrative Certificate Rank A from the University of Montevallo, an Educational Specialist degree Rank AA from the University of Alabama in Birmingham, a Master of Science degree from the University of Tennessee and a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Montevallo.
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Ms. Carroll plans to attend either the University of Alabama, Liberty University or the University of Alabama in Birmingham to complete her AA Certification in Education Administration.  She has earned AA Certification in Elementary Education, a Master of Science degree in Education Administration, a Master of Science degree in Elementary Education, and her Bachelor of Science degree, all from the University of Alabama.
 “SSA, together with Benchmark Advisors, an SSA Business Member, is proud to be able to offer $13,000 in scholarships this year to students and administrators in Alabama.  Due to this partnership, SSA was able to increase the number of student scholarships awarded from two to nine and the number of administrator scholarships from two to four.  We are very pleased that the number of scholarship applicants has increased from 200 to 300 this year!  Effective leadership is essential to strong public schools and the success of Alabama’s children…that is what SSA is all about,” stated Dr. Susan Lockwood, SSA Executive Director.

SSA’s scholarship applications are scored by SSA’s Awards and Scholarships Committee which is chaired by John Painter, Lee County School Superintendent.  Recipients will be formally presented with their scholarship checks by SSA’s President Dr. Richard Gardner, SSA’s Executive Director Dr. Susan Lockwood, and a representative from Benchmark Advisors during the SSA Summer Conference Awards Dinner in July at The Grand Hotel in Point Clear, AL and the Conference of the Council for Leaders in Alabama (CLAS) Awards Luncheon in June at the Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham.
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